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INTRODUCTION
From Soho House along Soho Road, you can 
be a time traveller discovering Handsworth’s 
amazing story.

On Soho Road, the busiest street in Handsworth, 
you can explore a world of science and industry 
in the past and present – and the future. 

Working as apprentices with Secret City Arts, 
we have created two films and this trail map. 
Our work will reveal some of the secrets waiting 
to be discovered.
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Some members of the Lunar Society argued passionately 
against slavery. Can you spot this scene in our film? 
Matthew Boulton knew that slavery was wrong, 
but he wanted to sell his steam engines around 
the world, including to plantation owners in the 
Caribbean. We should know this history, 
for it is very important.

APPRENTICES THEN AND NOW
Apprentices learn skills as they work. People with skills 
teach the apprentices all they need to know.

Young people worked as apprentices for Boulton and 
Watt at Soho House and Soho Manufactory. From the age 
of 13, they would sign an apprenticeship contract so they 
wouldn’t quit their job. Maybe they wanted 

IF SOHO ROAD COULD TELL ITS HISTORY
‘There they go again. As I feel the soft moonlight fall 
gently on my cool cement skin, so do I feel these nightly 
figures trudge across my earth.’

Soho Road might tell of shiny horse-drawn carriages 
clip-clopping away in the light of the full moon. It would 
tell of nervous apprentices running through Handsworth, 
trying not to be late. They worked long hours, these 
young apprentices. 

‘There is one fragile girl who always catches my eye. 
She is always late. I see her sweeping milk on the floor. 
Every night she goes home 
with a mark on her face. 
Could it be a punishment?’

MATTHEW BOULTON 
AND JAMES WATT
Matthew Boulton and James Watt, together with William 
Murdock, changed the world with their brilliant creations 
here in Handsworth.

THE LUNAR SOCIETY 1765-1813
Boulton and Watt were 
members of the Lunar Society, 
which met each month, often 
at Soho House (left), Matthew 
Boulton’s home here in 
Handsworth. They discussed 
different scientific experiments 
with oxygen and how to make 
electricity, learning and sharing 
new science.

They employed 
over a thousand 
people at the Soho 
Manufactory. 

In the late 1700s 
they invented a 
powerful new form 
of the steam engine.
They exported 
their steam engines 
around the world.

Steam engine invented and 
manufactured by Boulton and Watt

to carry on with 
school years, 
but they had 
to earn money 
for their 
families. 

We signed 
contracts as 
apprentices 
to Secret City 
Arts, part of the 
creative industry 
contributing to 
Birmingham’s 
economy. 
We have 
learned many skills: as historians, writers, artists, 
film-makers and trail-guides.

REMEMBERING BOULTON AND WATT
Locally in Handsworth, 
we can find memories of 
Boulton, Watt and their 
colleague William 
Murdock in road names. 
Some Birmingham schools 
and colleges are named 
after them, such as 
Matthew College and 
James Watt College. 

Nationally we remember 
Boulton and Watt as they 
are shown on the £50 note. 
We feel very proud!

Golden Men: statue of Murdock (left) Boulton and Watt, 
Broad Street, Birmingham

An apprenticeship contract with Matthew Boulton 
and James Watt over 200 years ago. The wiggly 

top was cut by hand to prevent fraud

GOLDEN MEN AND WOMEN
The ‘Golden Men’ of Handsworth started out as three 
young and ambitious people. Here in Handsworth, who 
will be the ‘Golden Men and Women’ of our generation?

HANDSWORTH FUTURE
Here in Handsworth, we dream of becoming astronauts, 
careworkers for older people, artists, doctors, engineers, 
famous youtubers, nurses, swimming trainers, video 
game designers and vets.

Here in Handsworth we intend to help and care for 
people, so they are loved and happy. We intend to cure 
illnesses and to stop the 
homeless population from 
increasing. We want to 
develop new technologies 
to help disabled people 
move faster, and software 
to make the world a 
better place. 

Here in Handsworth we dream of making food for 
the world to love. We dream of owning our own car 
company, employing people so they have a job. We dream 
of owning an enormous mansion and a Lamborghini limo.

Here in Handsworth, we learn to communicate and share, 
to achieve, to be problem solvers. We need determination, 
resilience, respect, confidence and courage.



SOUND GATHERERS 
We listened for sounds in 
Soho Road, such as birds 
tweeting and car brakes 
squealing. What other 
sounds can you hear? 
Which sounds would you 
also have heard in the year 
1800? Can you find a 
sound that links to 
industry? 

TRANSPORT SPECIALISTS 
We looked at different 
types of transport and how 
people travel today. How 
would transport have been 
different in Boulton and 
Watt’s time in the 1800s? 
Can you spot unusual 
transport on Soho Road?

SKILLS DETECTIVES 
Which skills can you see 
being used in Handsworth 
today? Where do you think 
people learned these 
skills? Which of these 
skills would have been 
used in the past?

SCIENTISTS 
Our role was to spot today’s 
science-related evidence 
eg electricity, biology, 
chemistry. How has that 
changed? Have you ever 
seen an electric car?

COMMUNICATORS 
How do we communicate 
now? Newspapers, emails, 
sending letters in the 
letterbox. Why do we use 
phones? How has this 
changed?

FOODISTS 
Our team explored 
different cultures and 
food on Soho Road. Why 
do you think there are 
more fried food places 
than healthy ones? Is this 
what society wants?

STORY-MAKERS 
Can you look out for 
unexpected things and 
make up a story with 
ideas from shop names or

Working in ten small specialist teams, 
such as Skills Detectives, Foodists 
and Alphabetists, we searched for 
evidence along Soho Road – and we 
came up with lots of questions too!

Can you answer them? Which team 
will YOU join? You can find out more 
about what each team found here...

Specialist search

ALPHABETISTS 
We found the whole 
alphabet on Soho 
Road! Can you make 
your own Soho Road 
A-Z?

Apple  
Barber 
Co-operative 
Diamond 
Emoji 
Fluffy slippers 
Gold  
Hula hoops 

Making this trail guide

We went out hunting for industry, skills, clues and 
evidence along Soho Road. Once we started looking 
on our home patch, we found we might see things 
we have never seen before. It’s good to be curious 
because it makes us smarter!

Keep your eyes open next time you walk along 
Soho Road. There’s so much to look at, and so many 
clues to find!

Local skills and industries

A huge number of opportunities are out there. 
Many jobs are on offer, in bakeries, schools and 
restaurants. You may pick up a job because it looks 
fun or you just need to get out of the house, but you 
don’t realise what kind of hard work goes into these.

Skills, skills are what you need! You need passion, 
focus and determination, and skills to follow the rules, 
designing, confidence, strategies and good posture. 
As we say, a little resilience takes you a long way.

But what do you think? What skills will YOU need? 
And where can you learn them?

On this ground

Who walked on this ground 250 years ago at the 
time of Matthew Boulton and James Watt? Inventors, 
apprentices, servants, maids, butlers and industrialists, 
butchers and bakers.

Today on this ground walk apprentices, bakers, barbers, 
doctors, pharmacists, nurses, shop owners, clothes 
sellers, lawyers, teachers, accountants, architects and 
many more.

In modern day Handsworth are people of different 
faiths and cultures and people from many different 
countries.
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things in shop windows? 
Have you noticed the stone 
men holding up arches? 
What could their story be? 

HISTORIANS 
The Historians’ teams 
looked for clues in the 
environment about the 
past, such as dates, street 
names and historic 
buildings. Have you ever 
wondered what could have 
been standing before us 
a hundred years ago?

GEOGRAPHERS 
We looked for global links 
on Soho Road. How many 
different countries can you 
find on Soho Road? Why 
do you think that there are 
many shops run by people 
from different cultures?

Iceland 
Jamin foods 
KFC 
Lebara 
Mango 
Nails World 
Onions 
Paddy Power 
Qualitex 
Raaz 
Shalwar suits 
Traffic lights 
Usha’s  
Vegi Pure 
Watches 
Eurospex* 
Yoghurt 
Zalanda

*Eurospex ends with X.
 Can you find 
 something that 
 begins with X?

250 years ago, would YOU have 
signed up as a young apprentice at 
Soho House or the Manufactory?

Brother and sister Charles and Jane are 
learning new skills in a new world there. 
But what about other apprentices they 
meet?  Scan here to view the film...

SOHO HOUSE, SOHO MANUFACTORY 
AND FOUNDRY

LIFE OF AN 
APPRENTICE

What can you spot 
on Soho Road today?

You’ll need to keep your eyes open to 
find all these details on Soho Road!

Soho magic

Snooker table

Soho diamond

Lost
Co-operative

How many road names can you spot 
connected with Boulton and Watt?

1

5

3

7

4

8

9

2

6

Dates in 
the buildings

Art on the wall

10
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How many bakers can you find 
on Soho Road?

Freshly-baked 
Turkish bread 
(clue: it’s upstairs)

A stone man holding 
up a building

Matthew Boulton lived in Soho House from 1766 to 
1809. We visited Soho House to find out more.

Matthew Boulton and James Watt built the huge 
Soho Manufactory (below) nearby in 1766. It was much 
bigger than most workplaces of the time, and over 
1000 people worked there. They made buttons, buckles, 
japanned (lacquered) ware, silverware and more.

Soho Foundry was built nearby in 1795, to make the 
steam engines which needed even bigger premises. 
You can still see part of Soho 
Foundry but the Manufactory 
was demolished 
in 1848. 
Factory Road 
and Foundry 
Lane remain 
as traces.

Apprentice …teacher? 
…engineer? or …baker?

Has Jake made the right choice, 
as an apprentice baker with the Lemon 
Complainer?  Can Britney help him? 
And how will she find her own way 
ahead?  Scan here to view the film...

HEAVENLY DESSERTS


